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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brady
Hogoboom for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Brady Hogoboom is a 7th grader at Drake
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brady
Hogoboom is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Brady Hogoboom for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

——
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MITCHELL
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that | rise today to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding and truly one-of-a-kind
woman, Dr. Ophelia DeVore-Mitchell. Sadly,
Dr. DeVore-Mitchell passed away on Friday,
February 28, 2014. A Repast and Celebration
of Life will be held on Sunday, March 23, 2014
at 3:00 p.m. at the Gallery at Fountain Park in
Columbus, Georgia.

Dr. DeVore-Mitchell was widely known as
one of our nation’s first African-American mod-
els and the founder of the first black model
agency. She was more well-known in Colum-
bus, Georgia as the longtime owner of the Co-
lumbus Times newspaper, which is now
owned and operated by her daughter, Ms.
Carol Gertjegerdes.

Dr. DeVore-Mitchell was born in 1922 in
Edgefield, South Carolina but moved to New
York City, where she majored in Mathematics
at New York University. At the age of 16, she
was working for Ebony magazine and in 1946,
she enrolled in the Vogue School of Modeling,
which up until then had excluded women of
color.

She was acutely aware of how African
Americans were stereotypically depicted in the
media, and she made it her mission to change
this public perception. In 1946, Dr. DeVore-
Mitchell opened the Grace del Marco Modeling
Agency and in 1948, she founded the Ophelia
DeVore School of Self-Development and Mod-
eling. These agencies were pivotal in trans-
forming the social landscape of America by
paving the way for African Americans to pur-
sue careers in the fashion and entertainment
industries at a time when it was not the norm
for black women to be recognized for their
beauty.

In 1955, Dr. DeVore-Mitchell and her mod-
els made history as the hosts of ABC’s “Spot-
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light on Harlem,” New York’s first television
program produced by and for African Ameri-
cans. She went on to produce several other
New York cable television shows, including
the “Ophelia DeVore Show.” She again made
history in 1959 and 1960 when two of her cli-
ents, Ms. Cecilia Cooper and Ms. LaJeune
Hundley became the first Americans, Black or
White, to win titles at the Cannes Film Festival
in Paris, France.

Dr. DeVore-Mitchell helped shape the lives
and careers of the country’s top African-Amer-
ican models and entertainers. She has re-
ceived more than 300 awards and honors over
her lifetime and in 1985, she was appointed
by President Reagan to the John F. Kennedy
Center Committee on the Arts. In addition to
her accomplishments in modeling and pro-
ducing, Dr. DeVore-Mitchell was a newspaper
owner and publisher, business executive, and
consultant.

Maya Angelou once said, “In diversity, there
is beauty and there is strength. We all should
know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry,
and we must understand that all the threads of
that tapestry are equal in value no matter their
color.” Ophelia DeVore-Mitchell used beauty
as a public platform to address injustice and
prejudice, blazing a trail for countless others
along the way. By challenging the status quo
and championing diversity, she helped to en-
sure that future generations would enjoy a ro-
bust and truly unique American culture that
recognizes all members of society.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me, my wife, Vivian, and the nearly
700,000 people in Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District in paying tribute to Ophelia
DeVore-Mitchell for her numerous outstanding
achievements and her everlasting dedication
to promoting African-American power, pride,
and presence. May her family members and
friends be consoled and comforted by the
knowledge that she made a great difference in
this world and helped to build a better, more
equitable America.

————

HONORING LEROY “POP” MILLER
FOR HIS SERVICE TO OUR COUN-
TRY AND OUR COMMUNITY
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Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak to the memory of Leroy “Pop” Miller
who recently passed away after living a life of
courage, dedication, and bravery. He left be-
hind a legacy of honor, a family who will for-
ever remember him, and a community of
friends who say goodbye with gratitude in their
hearts.

Leroy Mille—known simply as Pop—left us
at the rich age of 94 years old. He was a long-
time member of my church, St. James United
Methodist, where he found a spiritual home
after moving to Kansas City from Charlotte in
the early 2000s. He came to Kansas City after
his wife, Sadie, passed away. His loving son,
William Miller, urged his Dad to make the
move so he could be closer to his family, in
particular his two grandsons—William, Jr, and
Jordan.

Before joining our community, Pop was
nothing short of an historical figure in his
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home state of North Carolina. He was a mem-
ber of our Greatest Generation and one of the
few surviving African-Americans who fought in
World War II. Just days after graduating from
North Carolina A&T University in 1942, he was
drafted into the United States Army where he
was stationed in Europe and became a mem-
ber of the famous Red Ball Express.

Red Ball drivers, mostly African American
men, were drawn from the Army’s Quarter-
master Corps and fought both the enemy and
the hazards of the road and weather to suc-
cessfully deliver their loads. Pop’s unit drove
trucks from the Cherbourg Peninsula all the
way to the North Sea, and throughout France,
Germany, and Holland.

Despite his continued display of bravery,
Pop and other African American soldiers also
had to battle the racist forces that existed
among their fellow Americans. When he re-
turned home after serving—and sacrificing—
for our country, he found what so many others
discovered as well. African Americans were
still not treated as equals. Even with his col-
lege education, he found his own job choices
were very limited. But Pop was a fighter, on
and off the battlefield, and became an edu-
cational pioneer, helping to break down the
barriers of segregation in Charlotte, North
Carolina, and throughout the United States.

Pop is remembered as a strong leader who
enforced discipline at a time when fights and
riots accompanied integration in schools. He is
remembered as a strict educator who valued
academics as much as sports, and worked to
see straight A students recognized as publicly
as star athletes. And Leroy “Pop” Miller is re-
membered as a man who wanted to be known
not as a successful African American principal,
but simply as a successful principal.

| am honored to have had Leroy “Pop” Mil-
ler as a member of the St. James congrega-
tion and as a constituent of the Fifth District of
Missouri. He touched the lives of many and
will remain in our hearts, and in our memories,
for years to come.

——

HONORING ST. JUDE EDU-
CATIONAL INSTITUTE AS ALA-
BAMA’S CLASS 1A BOY’S STATE
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS FOR
2014
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate the St. Jude Pirates
for capturing their second-straight victory in
the Class 1A Alabama State basketball Cham-
pionship on February 28th. On behalf of the
7th Congressional District, | congratulate the
Pirates for the tremendous athleticism, deter-
mination and energy they displayed through-
out their season under the resolute leadership
of Head Coach Earl Taylor and his coaching
staff.

With their victory over Parrish, the St. Jude
Pirates won their eighth Alabama High School
Athletic Association (AHSAA) state basketball
championship and tenth in school history. The
Pirates finished their season with 24 wins and
5 losses. Throughout the season, the Pirates
faced some of the state’s biggest and best
teams which helped to prepare them to per-
form at the regional and championship levels.
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